Objectivist Quotes
based on the philosophy of Ayn (pronounced: Eye-n) Rand

"My philosophy, in essence, is the concept of man as a heroic being, with his own happiness as the moral purpose of his life, with productive achievement as his noblest activity, and reason as his only absolute."

--Ayn Rand (1905-82), philosopher/novelist
"My philosophy, Objectivism, holds that:

1. Reality exists as an objective absolute—facts are facts, independent of man's feelings, wishes, hopes or fears. 

2. Reason (the faculty which identifies and integrates the material provided by man's senses) is man's only means of perceiving reality, his only source of knowledge, his only guide to action, and his basic means of survival. 

3. Man—every man—is an end in himself, not the means to the ends of others. He must exist for his own sake, neither sacrificing himself to others nor sacrificing others to himself. The pursuit of his own rational self-interest and of his own happiness is the highest moral purpose of his life. 

4. The ideal political-economic system is laissez-faire capitalism. It is a system where men deal with one another, not as victims and executioners, nor as masters and slaves, but as traders, by free, voluntary exchange to mutual benefit. It is a system where no man may obtain any values from others by resorting to physical force, and no man may initiate the use of physical force against others. The government acts only as a policeman that protects man's rights; it uses physical force only in retaliation and only against those who initiate its use, such as criminals or foreign invaders. In a system of full capitalism, there should be (but, historically, has not yet been) a complete separation of state and economics, in the same way and for the same reasons as the separation of state and church."  --Ayn Rand (1905-82), philosopher/novelist

"Men have been taught that it is a virtue to agree with others. But the creator is the man who disagrees. Men have been taught that it is a virtue to swim with the current. But the creator is the man who goes against the current. Men have been taught that it is a virtue to stand together. But the creator is the man who stands alone."     --Ayn Rand (1905-82), philosopher/novelist

"[T]he only real moral crime that one man can commit against another is the attempt to create, by his words or actions, an impression of the contradictory, the impossible, the irrational, and thus shake the concept of rationality in his victim." 
 --Ayn Rand (1905-82), philosopher/novelist
"If I were to speak your kind of language, I would say that man's only moral commandment is: Thou shalt think. But a 'moral commandment' is a contradiction in terms. The moral is the chosen, not the forced; the understood, not the obeyed. The moral is the rational, and reason accepts no commandments."  --Ayn Rand (1905-82), philosopher/novelist
"The Argument from Intimidation is a confession of intellectual impotence."  

--Ayn Rand (1905-82), philosopher/novelist
"Altruism declares that any action taken for the benefit of others is good, and any action taken for one's own benefit is evil. Thus the beneficiary of an action is the only criterion of moral value – and so long as that beneficiary is anybody than oneself, anything goes."  --Ayn Rand (1905-82), philosopher/novelist
"The man who lets a leader prescribe his course is a wreck being towed to the scrap heap."  --Ayn Rand (1905-82), philosopher/novelist
"Productive work is the central purpose of a rational man's life, the central value that integrates and determines the hierarchy of all his other values. Reason is the source, the precondition of his productive work – pride is the result." 

 --Ayn Rand (1905-82), philosopher/novelist
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

"When you strain your energy to its utmost in order to produce the best, do you expect to be rewarded for it or punished?"  Rearden did not answer.  "By every standard of decency, of honor, of justice known to you—are you convinced that you should have been rewarded for it?"

"Yes," said Rearden, his voice low.

"Then if you were punished, instead—what sort of code have you accepted?"

--Ayn Rand (1905-82), philosopher/novelist, in Atlas Shrugged (1957)

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

"That is the flaw in your theory, gentlemen," said Rearden gravely, "and I will not help you out of it.  If you choose to deal with men by means of compulsion, do so. But you will discover that you need the voluntary co-operation of your victims, in many more ways than you can see at present.  And your victims should discover that it is their own volition--which you cannot force—that makes you possible."  --Ayn Rand (1905-82), philosopher/novelist, in Atlas Shrugged (1957)

"Every dictator is a mystic, and every mystic is a potential dictator.  A mystic craves obedience from men, not their agreement.  He wants them to surrender their consciousness to his assertions, his edicts, his wishes, his whims—as his consciousness is surrendered to theirs.  He wants to deal with men by means of faith and force—he finds no satisfaction in their consent if he must earn it by means of facts and reason…What he seeks is power over reality and over men's means of perceiving it, their mind, the power to interpose his will between existence and consciousness, as if, by agreeing to fake the reality he orders them to fake, men would, in fact, create it."  --Ayn Rand (1905-82), philosopher/novelist, in Atlas Shrugged (1957)
"I saw there comes a point, in the defeat of any man of virtue, when his own consent is needed for evil to win—and that no manner of injury done to him by others can succeed if he chooses to withhold his consent.  I saw that I could put an end to your outrages by pronouncing a single word in my mind.  I pronounced it.  The word was 'No'." --Ayn Rand (1905-82), philosopher/novelist, in Atlas Shrugged (1957)

"To interpose the threat of physical destruction between a man and his perception of reality, is to negate and paralyze his means of survival; to force him to act against his own judgment, is like forcing him to act against his own sight…To force a man to drop his own mind and to accept your will as a substitute, with a gun as a syllogism, with terror in place of proof, and death as the final argument—is to attempt to exist in defiance of reality…You place him into a world where the price of his life is the surrender of all the virtues required by life—and death by a process of gradual destruction is all that you and your system will achieve, when death is made to be the ruling power, the winning argument in a society of men."  --Ayn Rand (1905-82), philosopher/novelist, in Atlas Shrugged (1957)

"The creed of sacrifice is a morality for the immoral—a morality that declares its own bankruptcy by confessing that it can’t impart to men any personal stake in virtues or values, and that their souls are sewers of depravity, which they must be taught to sacrifice.  By its own confession, it is impotent to teach men to be good and can only subject them to constant punishment." --Ayn Rand (1905-82), philosopher/novelist, in Atlas Shrugged (1957)

"Since you’re captive, act as a captive, do not help them pretend that you’re free.  Be the silent, incorruptible enemy they dread.  When they force you, obey—but do not volunteer.  Never volunteer a step in their direction, or a wish, or a plea, or a purpose. Do not help a holdup man to claim that he acts as your friend and benefactor.  Do not help your jailers to pretend that their jail is your natural state of existence.  Do not help them fake reality.  The fake is the only dam holding off their secret terror, the terror of knowing they’re unfit to exist; remove it, and let them drown; your sanction is their only life belt."  --Ayn Rand (1905-82), philosopher/novelist, in Atlas Shrugged (1957)

